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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 


TO EVERYONE FROM THE S.A.C.O. OFFICERS AND 
THE KALIFORNSKI EDITORS 


MAY THE JOY OF THE HOLIDAYS BE 
GREAT WITH HEALTH AND HAPPINESS , 
TO THE COMING NEW YEAR!! 


S.A.C.O. OFFICERS 


President ~ Steve Belick - 477-7523 

Vice-President ~ Peter Kovacich ~ 724-0071 

Treasurer ~ Jo Franich-Puhera ~ 724-8930 

Recording Secretary ~ Linda V/athen-Espejo ~ 724-2892 

Financial/Corresponding Secretary ~ Nina iViatulich ~ 724-7971 





REMINDER OF S.A.C.O. DUES 


Your annual SACO dues are now due (January, 2011) 

SINGLE ~ $12.00 FAMILY ~ $18.00 

Please make check payable to S.A.C.O. and mail to: 
S.A.C.O. 

o/n McKerrz.ie Ads. 


WELCOME NEW S.A.C.O MEMBERS! 



Kathleen Ann Moe ~ San Jose, CA 

Hans U. & Hedy H. Claus - Watsonville, CA 


^WELCOME 


S.A.C.O. COMING EVENTS 2011 


APRIL 16, 2011 ~ Saturday - Rack of Lamb 
JULY 10, 2011 ~ Sunday ~ BBQ Corralitos Padre Park 
OCTOBER 15, 2011 ~ Saturday ~ Dinner 
DECEMBER 10, 2011 ~ Saturday - Christmas Dinner 
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Friday, January 28, 2011 ~ Kitka & Milla with the 

Chicago Tamburasi 

Sat. & Sun., February 19-20, 2011 ~ S.F. Tamburitza Festival 
Sunday, March 6, 2011 ~ Children's Celebration of Ethnic Dance 
These events will be held at the Croatian American Cultural 
Center-Slavonic MBS ~ 60 Onondaga Ave., San Francisco 
near Alemany & Balboa BART For more info: 
call - 510-649-0941 or visit - www.croatianamericanweb.org 


IN MEMORIUM 


JOHN FRANICH 

93 years ~ November 20, 2010 ~ Aptos, CA 

Husband of Jimmie 

Father of Larry 

Brother of Josephine Puhera 

Grandfather of 5 & Great-Grandfather of 8 

JANET PELICH SKJLLICORN 

71 years - November 8, 2010 ~ V/atsonville, CA 

Mother of Valeria Rusconi & Christina Garcia 

Brother of Tom Pelich 

Sister of Shirley Swindeli 

Grandmother of 5 


JEAN WATKINS 

81 years ~ October 15, 2010 ~ V/atsonville, CA 
Wife of Carl 

Mother of Steve & David 

Grandmother of 2 and Great-Grandmother of 1 


INTERESTED I_N YOUR FAMILYHISTORY? 

Here are some guidelines to get you started - 

You must start at the end, rather than the beginning. Start with yourself and work backward. This will 
assure that you are indeed working with your ancestors, and not someone with the same or similar 
surname. Family names are spelled in differing ways from generation to generation. Often the spelling 
was decided by the record keeper, not the family. Check ail possible variations in spelling when 
searching records. Record everything you know about your parents: Birthdate, Birthplace, Death Date 
& Buriel, Marriages, Immigration & Naturalization, Father, Mother, Education, Military Service, 
Careers, A wards, etc. Look for the same information on their parents. Look for the same data on your 
great-grandparents, etc,etc,etc. VERIFY all information-record your info on standard genealogical 
forms, such as Pedigree Charts, Family Group Sheets. These can be obtained from you local 
genealogical society, stores specializing in genealogical supplies, and download from various sites on the 
computer. 

SOME SOURCES: Input from older family members 
Local library 

Local genealogical & historical societies 

Family History Centers of the LDS Church-visit the LDS headquarters at: www.familysearch.com 
Regional Centers of the U.S. National Arcliives-visit the National Archives at: www.nara.gov/ 

Cemetery Records 

Area newspapers - which report on many personal events, includes births, deaths, marriages, 
divorces, court cases, business & professional activities and other data. Many historical and 
genealogical societies have indexed these events from the early local newspapers. This greatly 
helps your search when specific dates are not known. GOOD LUCK! 



ME 
2 Parents 
4 Grandparents 
8 Great-Grandparents 
16 GG-Grandparents 
32 GGG-Grandparents 
64 GGGG-Grandparents 
128 GGGGG-Grandparents 
256 GGGGGG-Grandparents 
512 GGGGGGG-Grandparents 
1024 GGGGGGGG-Grandparents 












Dear SA COnians: 



^ As I mentioned in the last Kalifornski, a book will be published early next 
community of Watsonville. It is a compilation of the local newspaper articles on Slavs ana 
Slav businesses, asfound on microfilm, and covers the years 1881-1920. 

Each and every "mention" in the newspapers will be included-none are left ouL 

This book is unusual because only the number of books that arepre-paid will be 
printed. The book will not be available after this printing. 

It’s true that this book will be available in the local library but you won 7 be able to check it out. 

You must read inhere. And since it takes time to find the really interesting parts, it would be 

much more convenientfor you to own this book. Ditto for your desce nd ant s 100 years from 
now. Your cost is the costfor printing only (plus cost ofshipping, if applicable). There is nt 
mark-up. The cost will be around $50 for an 850-page, hard-bound, 8.5x11 book. This is a 
remarkable price. 

Below are the number of "mentions n in the index for some selected names: 

Alaga, 262; Cikuth, 75; Franich, 172; Gospodnedch, 180; Hrepich, 276; Knego, 190;^P 
Lettunich, 1128; Marinovich, 336; Matulich, 170; Pista, 128; Resetar, 216; 

Rilovich, 328; Scurich, 1022; Secondo, 188; Stolich, 340; Strazicich, 691. This means, 
for example, that the surname of Alaga is mentioned262 times hi the book Each 
"mention " has been transcribedfrom the microfilm and is printed in the text 

Also there are general topics in the index, such as: Arrests of Slavs, 150; Packing house and 
structurefires, 40. 

Some of the ”excerpts” are an entire article; others are just a sentence or two. Some are just 
mentions in the lists of honor roll studentsfrom the local schools. But all have some 
importance or interest, especially if it's yourfamily. If you are in doubt, lam happy to show 
you thefirst chapter. Or, if you call, lean tell you how many ",mentions" of a particular 
surname are in the index. lean even read some of them to you. 

The announcement in the last issue of the Kalifornski resulted in 22 orders for the book The 
total is now 71. We would like to get to 100. To place an order, please phone, mail or e-mail to 
the contacts below. I will then contact you toward the end of January with the exact cost and 




where to send the check The book will be printed in February. 

jfl-Tom Ninkovich 
Slavic History Project 

TRADITIONAL CROATIAN CHRISTMAS RECIPES 


Phone: 831-247-4456 (after 11 am) 
629 Main St, #115 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
Email: tom@proatia-in-english.com 


CHRISTMAS LOAF 


1/2 cup prunes 
2/3 cup hazelnuts 
1/2 cup dry figs 
3/4 cup raisins 
3 eggs 

1/2 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla sugar 


pinch of cinnamon 
rum 

1/2 flour 

1/4 cup cornflour 
1 level teaspoon baking powder 
lemon and orange zest 
(tablespoon of each) 

Chop hazelnuts coursely, dice the figs. Cook the prunes briefly, strain, 
cool and cut into pieces. Soak the raisins in rum. Mix the eggs until 
fluffy. Add sugar and the vanilla sugar, and continue mixing for 
several minutes. Add the cinnamon and flour mixed with the cornflour 
and baking powder, dried fruits, grated lemon and orange zest and 
fold in gently. 

Une a large oblong loaf pan 12x5 or tube pan with parchment paper 
and fill with the prepared mixture. Bake at 350*Ffor about 60 -70 
minutes. When cool, cut in slices. VERY GOOD! 














HONEY BISCUITS 


11/2 cups flour 
1/4 teaspoon baking soda 
2/3 cup butter 
3/4 cup sugar 
2 eggs 

2 tablespoons rum 


1/2 cup ground walnuts or almonds 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 
2-3 tablespoons honey 
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg 

2 tablespoons lemon zest 
egg white for coating 




Mix the baking soda with the flour evenly, crumb together with butter 
cut into pieces. Add the sugar, eggs, rum, ground walnuts or almonds 
cinnamon, honey, nutmeg, grated lemon zest and knead well Keep 
refrigerated for at least 1 hour. Then make rolls and cut them into 
equal pieces, the size of a walnut Form into balls, arrange in a 
buttered baking pan, flatten slightly, brush with egg white and 
decorate with almond or walnut halves. Bake for 15 minutes at 400*F 
NOTE: You can make the honey biscuits larger in size, then brush 
them or decorate with white icing. 

The honey biscuit is one of our native biscuits and on the Island of 
Hvar, Zagreb and Slovenia, this type is one of the oldest pastries in 
general, coming from times when yeast and sugar were not yet known. 
As honey, the main sweetener, was very expensive, so honey biscuits 
preparedfor especially festive occasions and also very practical because 
they could be storedfor a long period of time. ENJOY! 

ENTERTAINMENT 


The story about the vocal group Subrenum begins in 1992. Their name has its origin in the old 
name for the region Zupa dubrovacka ",sub brenum " and their members are truly promoting 
the traditional vocal singing and cultural values. 

The first steps of this vocal group created one of the musical icons of ethnic art of the 
Dubrovnik region. Their devoted work is shown in the harmony of sound and refutedfeeling 
for interpretation of the most demanding form of Dalmatian songs, which resulted with a 
number of awards and recognition and placed them in an eminent position of Croatian's vocal 
family. In the past few years, they have increased their activities and have often appeared all 

over Croatia, Slovenia, Italy, Belgium, Austria, Czech Republic, Germany and USA, 
representing the beauty of original Dalmatian and Dubrovnik songs with big success. 

From their latest participation in the internationalfolklore festival in St. Petersburg, Russia in 
November 2010, vocal group Subrenum won maximum of 4 gold prizes. 



VOCAL GROUP "SUBRENUM" 


■ 














Having been enchanted by playing music together, Frano Matusic, Maroje Brcic and 

Ante Skaramuca, the guitar teachers at the Music Sdhool of Dubrovnik, formed the . 

Dubrovnik Guitar Trio towards the end of1992. 

Soon after founding the ensemble, they began giving concerts on the stages in Croatia and 
abroad (France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Russia, Spain, Sweden and the 
United States, drawing the attention of both the audience and the reviewers. Since such a 
guitar trio is not a conventional music "body", original works for their repertoire are quite 
rare; therefore, the backbone of the program of the trio is created by transcriptions of 
compositions originally written for other instruments and ensembles, and arranged by Frano 
Matusic. 

Today there are more and more renowned Croatian composers, such as Zeljko Brkanovic, 

Niksa Njiric and Ivo Josipovic whose works The Dubrovnik Guitar Trio has had the honor to 
premiere. 

In 2007, the trio was awarded by Croatian Society of Musical Artists for exceptional artistic 
reach. This diploma is named "Milka Trnina" in honor of'famous Croatian artist, and can be 



free CONCERTINFEBRUARY 


Did you know that Dubrovnik and Monterey are sister cities? Representatives from the two 
cities have been traveling back andforth for several years. In early February of 2011, the 
Mayor of Dubrovnik and a delegation including other city officials, business owners and 
musicians will arrive in Monterey. 

The musicians include the award winning vocal group, Subrenum, who promote traditional 
Dalmatian vocal singing and cultural values. Also performing will be the Dubrovnik Guitar 
Trio. The free concert is scheduledfor February 9, 7:00pm, at the Irvine Auditorium, 
Monterey Institute of International Studies, 499 Pierce Street in Monterey. 

The host committee includes SACO members, Eric & Teresa Del Piero. They are looking for 
sponsors to contribute to transportation costs. A total of $2200. 00 is needed to provide bus 
transportation to andfrom San Francisco Airport. The Del Pieros are inviting anyone who 
contributes $250.00 or more to attend a private dinner at the Monterey Museum of Art with the 
delegation on Tuesday, February 8. All who donate any amount will have VIP seating at the 
concert 

Please call Teresa Del Piero if you have any questions at 831-375-8073. Contributions are tax 
deductible and should be made out to the City of Monterey. They can be mailed to Teresa at 
562 Aguajito Road, Carmel, CA 93923. 

Come and learn more about our sister city relationship and enjoy the music! 











WatsonviHe/Aptos 

Adult Education Srt ' t,,n B “ 11 

A Division of the Pajaro Valley Unified School District 



CROATIAN 



C®mversational 



ZLATNI 


BRAC 


There are many people in 
Watsonville and in Santa 
Cruz County whose 
ancestors came from 
Croatia. This class will 
teach basic conversational 
Croatian, vocabulary, 
conversation, greetings, 
and everyday expressions, 
as well as introduce 
students to the country of 
Croatia, its culture (food, 
music, customs, etc.) as 
well as the Croatian 
influence in the Pajaro 
Valley for over 140 years. 



POSTIRA, ISLAND BRAC, CROATIA 



cilipi, Croatia TUESDAYS dubrovnik, Croatia 

Session 1: Feb 8 - Mar 29 Session 2: April 5 - May 31 
Cost: $80.00 per session 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

John Basor, Instructor 

Aptos High School, 100 Mariner Way, Aptos Room 1-201 
Registration is at the Green Valley Center 


Green Valley Center: 294 Green Valley Road, Watsonville CA 95076 Telephone: (831) 786-2160 
Institute of Language and Culture: 320 Rodriguez Street, Watsonville CA 95076 Telephone: (831) 786-8225 

www.waae.Dvusd.net 
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* THE SLAVIC-AMERICAN 

CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 




Ann Backovich 
21 Jefferson St. 
Watsonville, CA 95076 


DATED MATERIAL - Please Bush 











































